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lit·ur·gy – the corporate services of worship of the assembled church

/ˈlidərjē/

We study the Liturgy through…
1. its History – biblical origin, rituals, meanings of words)

2. Sayings of the Fathers – changes, meanings of the rituals

3. the Old Testament – ???



Parts of the Liturgy

1. Assembly

2. Liturgy of the Word (Catechumens)

3. Liturgy of the Faithful / Believers

Where did this composition come from?



The Road to Emmaus

1. Our Lord appeared and assembled
with the 2 disciples

2. He explained and expounded all 
the scripture concerning Himself

3. He sat and broke bread with them

The Road To EmmausLuke 24:13-35



 Offertory

 Absolution of the Ministries

 Hymn of the Intercessions

 Readings (Pauline, Catholic, Acts)

 Synexarium

 Litany of the Gospel

 Gospel

 3 Great Litanies

 Creed

 Prayer of Reconciliation

 Anaphora

 Institution Narrative

 7 Short Litanies

 Commemoration of the Saints

 Diptych

 Introduction to the Fraction

 Fraction

Li
tu

rg
y 

of
 th

e 
W

or
d

 
(C

at
ec

hu
m

en
s)

Li
tu

rg
y 

of
 th

e 
Be

lie
ve

rs



 After covering the altar, the priest and deacons circuit 
around and out of the sanctuary

 The priest asks for any necessary absolution for:
 The priests
 The deacons
 The congregants

 Congregation is included because they are participants, not 
spectators 



Formerly known as Liturgy of the Catechumans 



 After the Absolution, the priest takes the censor 
from the deacon and circuits the altar and the 
entire church

 Entire church = St. Paul’s missions around the 
world

 Deacons & congregants chant Taisoury and Hiten 
ni...



 An “incomplete circuit” is performed at the front 
of the nave

 This time he proceeds right to left

 Pauses at the chorus (chancel), does not return 
to sanctuary while censing 

Nave

Chancel



 An “incomplete circuit” is performed at the front 
of the nave

 This time he proceeds right to left

 Pauses at the chorus (chancel), does not return 
to sanctuary while censing 



Questions regarding offering of incense, which is from the OT:

1. Why do we still offer incense like in the Old Testament if 
the “blood” sacrifices are over with?

“For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My 
name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place 
incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure 
offering; For My name shall be great among the 
nations,” Says the LORD of hosts. “But you profane it…” 
(Malachi 1:11-12)

2. Why do we offer incense to the blood and wine before it 
has become the Body and Blood of Christ?



THE TRISAGION - AGIOC
 One of the oldest hymns 

in the liturgy, always 
chanted in Greek prior 
to the Holy Gospel

 This praise mimics the 
praising of the heavenly 
hosts

 Origin of the hymn Agioc?





“But blessed are your eyes for they see, 
and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I 
say to you that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see what you 
see, and did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, and did not hear it.” (Matthew 
13:16-17)

 Who waited to see and hear?

 How do we see and hear today?

 Priest asks that we are “worthy to hear 
and act according to Your Holy Gospel” 
to ask for assistance that we are ready to 
listen to these words and might become 
a fifth Gospel

Gospel Container



 After conclusion of the Litany, 
deacon and priest circuit the altar 
with the Gospel

 Priest inaudibly prays:
“Lord, now You are letting Your 
servant depart in peace, 
According to Your word; For my 
eyes have seen Your salvation 
Which You have prepared before 
the face of all peoples, A light 
to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of Your people 
Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32)

 Who originally said this prayer?



 Climax of the Liturgy of the Word

 2 deacons holding lit candles stand on both sides of 
the lectern

 Priest stands to incense as a reminder that the Word of 
God is a sweet smelling aroma

 Deacon begins with “Blessed is He who comes in the 
Name of the Lord…”
 From where? Why do we say that before the Gospel?

 Psalm is read as a prophecy about the Word to start off

Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded 
to them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
Himself” (Luke 24:27)



1. Images and content taken from St. Mark Church, Jersey City, NJ

2. UNDERSTANDING THE LITURGY by Fr. Athanasius Iskander

3. THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE RITES OF THE HOLY LITURGY IN THE 
COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH by Bishop Mettaous
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