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Tradition is it Biblical
Objective: To understand that tradition is a reliable source of teaching
Verse: Jud 1:3  Having made all haste to write to you about the common salvation, beloved, I had need to write to you to exhort you to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints
Main points

· Defining tradition

· Does the Bible talk about tradition
· Sources of tradition
· How to benefit from it

Delivery Method: Interactive
Introduction
Start by asking about colleges, which majors people want to join and why.

Ask why join a college and not just start working

Agree that training, discipleship, relying on previous experience is a must to succeed in any major.

Defining tradition
What is tradition
· The word “tradition,” in Greek, as it is mentioned in the

· New Testament, is “Paradosis” which does not mean “imitation.” 

· Its cognate verb is “paradidomill” which mean “handing over or delivering a thing by hand.”

What is Christian Tradition
The teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ to the Apostles that was taught in person and guided by the Holy Spirit in the Church through generations.

It is the living, oral, and practiced faith by the believers as was passed on by the followers of Christ.

Examples of tradition in the Old Testament
Read Gen 4:1-7

Gen 4:1  And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bore Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

Gen 4:2  And she again bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

Gen 4:3  And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

Gen 4:4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

Gen 4:5  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

Gen 4:6  And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 

Gen 4:7  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 

Review Genesis 1-3. Where does it mention that Man shall offer animal sacrifices to the Lord?

Read Genesis 28:10-22
Why did Jacob pour oil on the stone to consecrate it?

Gen 39:7  And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 

Gen 39:8  But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master knoweth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 

Gen 39:9  There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God
Find a verse from Genesis 1 – 39 that says do not commit adultery.
Genesis 38, the story of Tamar and the sons of Judah, where it is written that if a man dies without descendent then his brother marries the woman to keep the name?

400 years later Moses documents this

Deu 25:5  If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother unto her. 

Deu 25:6  And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel.
Examples of tradition in the New testament
The Lord lived with the disciples for 3.5 years, we do not have a written document of everything the Lord has done, or said during those years
Joh 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.
Luke 24:10-30
Luk 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
We do not have that dialogue written any where.
Act 1:3  To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
What did Christ teach the disciples for 40 days?

When was the first Gospel written? (St. Mark around 50 A.D.)  How did people believe before that. 

How did Christianity spread in the first few centuries, with limited writing and communication.

This was all done through the tradition and the personal teaching of the Apostles. That is why they traveled and lived in places for a long period of time to talk about the faith and establish the practical church.

St. John states, 
John 1:1 “that which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life...”.

In his gospel he also says, 
John 19:35 “He who saw it has borne witness his testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth that you also may believe”.

2Jn 1:12  Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.
St. Luke also pointed out that accounts of the events of Christ’s life
Luke 1:2 “were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word “.
(1Cor. 11:23). “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord (kyrios) Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread...” 

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

1Co 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 

1Co 15:4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures: 

Sources of Tradition
Who came first: The Bible of the Church?

The Church was founded on the day of Pentecost, the Bible was put together in the 4th Century (First Ecumenical council)
The Faith of the Church is in the Bible, and the Bible can be seen in the Church.

1) The Bible

2) The writings of the Early Fathers

3) The Liturgy and the sacraments

4) The Rites of the Church

5) The liturgical hymns

How to benefit from it?

Tradition helps define a way of living to bring us closer to the teaching of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.

We should honor and respect tradition of the Church and accept it as a legitimate source of teaching

What should we be careful of?

1) We should distinguish between the Church Tradition and Cultural tradition.

Example: Eating certain food, languages, …

How to know the difference?

 Source of tradition of habit. 

 Is it in the Bible?

How long has it been practiced?

Is it in the writing of the fathers?

2) General agreements of the Fathers on the topic.

Not all the fathers of the church agreed on everything. Some great fathers had an opinion some time that was personal and was not part of the teaching of the church.

To know the difference we must cross reference the teaching of any fathers with the overall teaching of the church and of course with the Bible.

Before we eliminate or replace anything, we must be VERY CAREFUL about the impact of the change.
Some times, even cultural changes are there to help keep dogma and faith passed on through simple act by the believers.

For example, simple acts to be performed on the day of communion teaches us the importance of communion.
Pro 22:28  Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.
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